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SUBJ: BARZANI APPEAL 

1 . I STRONGLY RECOMMEND AGAINST GRANTING BARZANI AND ASSOCIATES 
REEUGE IN USA. GOI I .RADERS FINALLY MAY BE CONVINCED THAT 

USG DID NOT AID KURDS TO WHOM IRAQIS GIVING US CREDIT, HOWEVER 
UNJUSTIFIED, FOR PERSUADING SHAH TO END WAR. MAJOR OBSTACLE 
TO RESUMPTION OF RELATIONS NOW REMOVED. IF WE GRANT ASYLUM 
WE WILL LOSE THESE GAINS AND PRESENCE OF KURDISH I .RADERS IN 
USA LIKELY TO BE CONSTANT FUTURE IRRITANT IN BILATERAL 
RELATIONS. BARZANI, WITH ENCOURAGEMENT OE SHAH, TOOK HIS 
PEOPLE INTO HOPELESS WAR AND I SEE NO REASON FOR USG TO 
NOW GET INVOLVED WITH HIM, HOWEVER ROMANTIC US JOURNALISTS 
CONSIDER HIS STRUGGLE. 

2. I DO NOT BELIEVE GOI INTENDS TO PUNISH KURDISH PEOPLE. 

POLICY OF PAST YEAR HAS BEEN TO WIN THEM OVER WITH FINANCIAL 
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VICTORY AND THERE ARE BOUND TO BE INCIDENTS OF RETRIBUTION 
AGAINST KNOWN PESHMERGA AND SOME INNOCENT KURDS. RECOMMEND 
DEPT ENCOURAGE MAXIMUM NUMBER CORRESPONDENTS VISIT KURDISTAN 
VIA BAGHDAD. ANY OTHER OBSERVERS ALMOST CERTAINLY UNACCEPTABLE 
THERE. 

3. EXTENSION OF TRUCE TO PROTECT INNOCENT LIVES NECESSARY 
IF KURDS CONTINUE FIGHTING. USG COULD URGE SHAH TO SEEK 
EXTENSION BUT I RECOMMEND AGAINST DIRECT USG APPROACH TO GOI 
AS PRESUMPTUOUS AND FUTILE. 

4. NO DOUBT HUMANITARIAN AID NEEDED. GOI HAS IN PAST REJECTED 
AID OFFERS AND PROTESTED TO THOSE WHO GAVE AID TO REFUGEES 
VIA IRAN, EVEN BLANKETS. GOI HAS TO BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE NOT 
APPROACHED INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. FUNDS NOT PROBLEM 
FOR GOI BUT LOGISTICS AND DISTRIBUTION WILL BE. I CONSIDER 

IT MOST UNLIKELY THAT GOI WOULD ACCEPT ANY FOREIGN HUMANITARIAN 
AID, PARTICULARLY PERSONNEL. DEPT MAY NEVERTHELESS WISH TO INFORM 
ICRC AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT WE PREPARED 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO ANY PROGRAM THEY WORK OUT WITH GOI. 

GRAHAM 
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